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Introduction
On March 20, 2020, the Church  Board decided to pause in-person worship services in
response to the developing COVID-19 crisis. Though the past 3 months have
presented many challenges to our traditional notion of “church,” we’ve been able to
continue the work of the church by facilitating online worship, study and prayer.
As we prepare to resume in-person worship gatherings, we understand that such
gatherings present a risk for increasing the spread of COVID-19. Therefore, we find it
necessary to provide important guidelines approved by our church board relating to
safety protocols and the format of our worship services. This document brings
together restrictions, protocols and guidelines from the CDC, Anne Arundel County
Health Department and Adventist  Risk Management.

Introduction
The purpose of this document is to inform Bell Branch Seventh-day 
Adventist  Church  members, attendees and guests of expected actions
on their part if they choose to resume and attend in-person worship
gatherings.
It is expected that any person who chooses to worship in our building
will abide by the guidelines set forth in this document.

General Guidelines
• If you are at high risk for COVID-19 or are part of a vulnerable group,
it is recommended that you stay home and worship online .

• If you are presenting any COVID-19 symptoms or believe you may
become sick, please stay home and worship online.

• If you have traveled or have come in contact with someone who has

contracted or is suspected to have contracted COVID-19, please stay
home and worship online.

Protect Yourself and Others
Washing Hands

Greetings

Wash your hands with
soap and water for 20
seconds.

Avoid close contact. No
handshakes, hugs, or any
other greeting that requires
personal contact.

Hand Sanitizer

Masks

Please carry a small bottle
with you at all times.

A mask is required for
everyone inside the building

Protect Yourself and Others
Fever
Check your temperature
before leaving the house.
If it’s 100F or over, stay home.
We will also have the ability to
check temperatures at the door
for those that did not check at home.

Cough and/or Sneeze
If you’re coughing and/or sneezing,
stay home.

Worship Service
1. Children’s Story - there will be no children’s story or children’s
offering collection.
2. Offering - There will be no collection of offering in the pews.
Offerings may be deposited in an offering plate placed at the back of
the sanctuary.
3. Music - Though congregational singing is an integral part of
worship, we ask that the congregation refrain from singing as the
song leader sings hymns and songs.

Worship Service
1. Online Worship - If you are not able or comfortable coming to inperson worship, the entire service will continue to be broadcasted
from our Facebook and YouTube channels.
2. Sabbath School - There will be no children’s Sabbath School. Adult
Sabbath School will be via Zoom from 9:45am to 10:45am.

General Guidelines
• Physical Distancing
• Please stay 6 feet apart from other people who do not live in your household.
• No physical contact of any kind.
• Doors
• A volunteer will open the door for you when you arrive.
• Please do not enter or exit through the kitchen or back doors. Only the front
door will be available to enter and exit the building.

General Guidelines
• Bathrooms
• One person at a time will be permitted in the bathroom
• Contact points in bathrooms will be periodically cleaned throughout
the day.

• Water
• The water dispenser will not be available for use. Please bring a water
bottle from home.

General Guidelines
• Seating
• Every other pew will be blocked off in order to maintain the required 6 feet
of distancing. Additionally, please do not sit any closer than 6 feet to
someone who does not live in your household. The pews have been
marked for 6 feet separation between groups of 2 people.

• Pew Bibles, Hymnals and Tithe envelopes will be removed from the chairs.
• There will be overflow seating available in the Youth classroom and the
Fellowship Hall. Please do not move the chairs from their pre-arranged
position.

General Guidelines
• Mother’s Room and Cradle Roll Classrooms
• Due to the nature of the toys, crafts and activities in the Mother’s Room and

Children’s Classrooms and the difficulty in keeping them sanitized, the Children’s
classroom will be closed and the toys will be removed from the Mother’s Room.
A baby-changing station will still be available in the Mother’s Room.

• Bulletins
• No bulletins will be distributed. Relevant announcements will be sent via email
and the Order of Service will follow the presentation on the Sanctuary screen.

General Guidelines
• Dismissal
• Dismissal will be organized by rows and will be coordinated by a volunteer.
• Please exit the building promptly, avoiding congregating in the foyer or
other common areas. You are welcome to continue conversations outside
and maintain physical distancing.

• Potlucks and Meals
• There will be no potlucks or events with food for the near future.

General Guidelines
These guidelines will be revised as new information and guidelines are
implemented by state and local governments as well as our Adventist  church
organizations.

Any changes will be communicated promptly.

Limited
Reopening:
June 20
Our seating capacity will be 36
people in the sanctuary, plus 15 in
the Fellowship Hall and 9 in the
Youth Room for a total of 60.
To RSVP for attendance,
please visit www.bellbranchsda.org

